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Worksheet to accompany the Remembrance Day Materials at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

Critical Thinking PSHCE Unit

Activity 1
• The teacher will take the role of someone with a “Green Hat”.

• They will choose (or ask the class to vote on) one of the “Discussion Points” which are listed overleaf (or invent one of their own).
• When the discussion point has been selected, each person in the class will be given a number between 2-5 (Red, Yellow, Black, White).

• You will be given the rest of the lesson to formulate your responses to the discussion point using the following information to help you (your teacher will also try to help you think the issue through). Work alone!
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	1. Green Hat (Plant):
“Imagine a world where…”
Creativity - possibilities, alternatives, solutions.
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4. Black Hat (Negative):
“The problems arising from this would be…”
Difficulties, problems. Why something may not work.
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2. Red Hat (Fire):
“This will make people feel…”
Feelings, hunches, gut instinct, and intuition.
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5. White Hat (Blank):
“To consider this properly, we need to get hard data about…”
Data, facts, information known or needed.
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3. Yellow Hat (Sun):
“The benefit of this will be…”
Values and benefits. Why something may work.
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6. Blue Hat (Sky):
“So in conclusion points, this would be our response…”

Manage the thinking process, focus, next steps, action plans.



Activity 2
• Your teacher will remind you all of the issue under consideration.

• You will be given just a few minutes to work with a partner of the same coloured hat to compare ideas and refresh your memories.

• You will also be given a piece of A4. Fold this in half to make a “card” format and write your hat colour clearly on the front of it. This should be stood up in front of you during the discussion so everyone knows what “hat” you are wearing.

• The teacher will then ask each “hat” in turn to offer their views. Everyone should take notes.

• With 5 minutes left everyone should adopt the role of a “Blue Hat” to decide upon their final decision about how to best react to the issue under debate. 

The discussion points (feel free to discuss one or more of these, or add completely new ones!)
	Remembrance Day should always focus on one conflict that is still going on somewhere in the world.
	Remembrance Day should honour the war dead of all countries in all conflicts, both soldiers and civilians.

	The ‘Two minute silence’ that takes place on Remembrance Sunday should also involve everyone stopping whatever they are doing.
	Remembrance Sunday, which takes place on the Sunday nearest November 11th, should be moved to a new day in the calendar.

	The government should take a much stronger line in telling us what it is we should ‘remember’
	We should follow the example of Germany and not have a Remembrance Day at all.

	The government should re-introduce two years of compulsory military service for all 18-year olds.
	The Members of Parliament who vote to go to war should be required to be the very first people to sign up for armed service.


