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Worksheet to accompany the Remembrance Day Materials at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

World War One in Numbers – Student Worksheet
Introduction

“One death is a tragedy, a million deaths is just a statistic” said Josef Stalin. In this exercise we will familiarize ourselves with some of the key statistics relating to World War One, and consider creative ways in which we can present those statistics to make them more meaningful.

Task 1

Complete the ‘guess’ column, working with a partner if you wish.

Your teacher will discuss the sorts of guesses that you came up with for the first row, then tell you the ‘actual’ figure. Write this down and calculate the difference between ‘guess’ and ‘actual’.

At the end of the exercise add up the ‘difference’ column. Who got the lowest (best) overall score? Which particular statistics did you guess particularly inaccurately?

	
	Guess
	Actual
	Difference

	Commonwealth soldiers killed on first day of the Somme (thousands)
	
	
	

	Estimated artillery shells fired in Battle of Verdun (millions)
	
	
	

	Estimated combatants killed, all nations (millions)
	
	
	

	Estimated combatants maimed for life, all nations (millions)
	
	
	

	Estimated wounded soldiers, all nations (millions)
	
	
	

	Men executed by the British army for cowardice (hundreds)
	
	
	

	Minimum deaths in 1918 Spanish Influenza Pandemic (millions)
	
	
	

	Number of soldiers killed on the last day of the war, Nov. 11th 1918 (thousands)
	
	
	

	Women killed in Silvertown armaments factory explosion, London (hundreds)
	
	
	

	Soldiers mobilized by all belligerents in Great War (millions)
	
	
	

	Total Commonwealth casualties, 1st day on the Somme (thousands)
	
	
	

	Commonwealth military killed: unidentified (hundreds of thousands)
	
	
	

	Amount of times the Western front trench network could have encircled the globe
	
	
	

	Commonwealth soldiers killed per step towards Passchendaele ridge – a distance of one kilometer (thousands)
	
	
	

	Estimated civilians killed in Great War (millions)
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


Task 2
Each member of the class should choose a different statistic and formulate a creative way of presenting this in the form of a diagram, infographic or similar. Use these as the basis of a classroom display.

Teacher Copy
	
	Actual

	Commonwealth soldiers killed on first day of the Somme (thousands)
	20

	Estimated artillery shells fired in Battle of Verdun (millions)
	32

	Estimated combatants killed, all nations (millions)
	08

	Estimated combatants maimed for life, all nations (millions)
	07

	Estimated wounded soldiers, all nations (millions)
	19

	Men executed by the British army for cowardice (hundreds)
	03

	Minimum deaths in 1918 Spanish Influenza Pandemic (millions)
	21

	Number of soldiers killed on the last day of the war, Nov. 11th 1918 (thousands)
	10

	Women killed in Silvertown armaments factory explosion, London (hundreds)
	03

	Soldiers mobilized by all belligerents in Great War (millions)
	61

	Total Commonwealth casualties, 1st day on the Somme (thousands)
	60

	Commonwealth military killed: unidentified (hundreds of thousands)
	05

	Amount of times the Western front trench network could have encircled the globe
	03

	Commonwealth soldiers killed per step towards Passchendaele ridge – a distance of one kilometer (thousands)
	20

	Estimated civilians killed in Great War (millions)
	08

	Total
	


