Renaissance Day for Year 8
Which departments will be involved?

▪ In the last hour of the Monday, the French department will show a video and get students to complete a worksheet.

▪ Throughout Tuesday, different curriculum areas will deliver one-hour sessions to each of the two groups (ie 2 hours in total). Six subjects will be involved, based on which departments are keen to get involved, e.g.:
Art / DT / Science / ICT / Geography / English / Maths / Music
What will the students study?

▪ The event will be based around an investigation of three (increasingly challenging) questions.
a. What changed during the Renaissance?

b. Why did these changes take place?

c. How are these changes connected to each other?

How will the event be structured?

▪ The students will be organised into 2 mixed ability teams (Group A, Group B)
• These two groups will in turn be subdivided into two smaller teams (Teams 1,2,3,4).
▪ Each teacher will have a session with Group A and a session with Group B. 

• The teacher should start by asking what session(s) the students have already attended and ask whether they are spotting any connections between the subjects. The main focus of the session thereafter should be to highlight what changed in their subject during the Renaissance, and why.
▪ When these sessions are complete, each of the four smaller teams will produce and then deliver a presentation designed to answer the question “What was the most important development of the Renaissance?”. The students will be provided with a template to help them organise their thoughts effectively.
▪ A senior leader in the school will then act as a judge to decide which group produced the best presentation. The students themselves will vote for the best individual contributor within each team using a peer-assessment slip.
	Period
	Time
	Event

	Mon
	
	

	7
	3.15-4.15
	Assembly (20 mins)

Music video as students enter the room: http://goo.gl/9QWFW 

Introduction to the project by the organiser, division of the year group into two teams (which in turn are sudivided into two groups)

Video in French: (40 mins)

Students complete a worksheet to accompany a documentary on the French Renaissance, provided by the French department.
http://vimeo.com/24307760 

	Tues
	
	

	1
	8.40-9.40
	Session 1

	2
	9.40-10.40
	Session 2

	Break
	
	

	3
	11.00-12.00
	Session 3

	4
	12.00-1.00
	Session 4

	Lunch
	
	

	5
	2.00-3.00
	Session 5

	
	
	

	6
	3.15-4.15
	Session 6

	Wed
	
	

	1
	8.40-9.40
	▪ Assembly: Introduction to today’s task. Direct students to the presentation template (ideally, upload copies of this to Google Docs so that each team can work on their presentation collaboratively and simultaneously). Stress that the crucial thing is to spot connections between the subjects; also that the pictures included should further the argument, not just be used for decoration.
▪ Each group produces its resource working in classrooms. Start by deciding how to approach the task, and who will be responsible for which aspect of it. 

	2
	9.40-10.40
	

	Break
	
	Teacher downloads Google presentations onto a memory stick / school network ready for the presentations.

	3
	11.00-12.00
	▪ Presentations by each group in the school hall (40 mins)

▪ Students given the “peer assessment” slips to complete whilst the judge reaches his/her verdict.
• Peer assessment slips are collected and the event organiser determines the winner within each team whilst the judge provides feedback about strengths / weaknesses of presentations and announces overall winning team.

• Event organiser announces winners within each team and conducts a plenary stressing the purpose of the event and the importance of thanking the teachers involved for their contributions.


Year 8 Renaissance Day - Timetable

Timetable for the teams during the course of Tuesday is as follows:

	Subject
	Teacher / Room
	Lesson 1

08.40-09.40
	Lesson 2

09.45-10.40
	Lesson 3

11.00-12.00
	Lesson 4

12.05-13.00
	Lesson 5

14.00-15.00
	Lesson 6

15.15-16.15

	Art
	
	
	
	B
	
	
	A

	DT 
	
	A
	
	
	B
	
	

	English
	
	B
	
	
	A
	
	

	ICT
	
	
	
	
	
	A
	B

	Science 
	
	
	A
	
	
	B
	

	Geog
	
	
	B
	A
	
	
	


