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Worksheet to accompany the Remembrance Day Materials at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

Structure for an Annual Remembrance Day Assembly (c. 25 minutes)
Overview

• It is a tough challenge to provide a fresh assembly every single year for Remembrance Day, especially if you want to provide follow-up resources for different year groups.

• With this in mind, I have designed an assembly framework which can be used every single year but with appropriate modifications and flexibility to ensure it is different each time.

Pre-Assembly Preparation

• Use http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_military_conflicts to identify how many, and where, current conflicts are taking place in the world. Adapt the ‘teacher talk’ element of the assembly (below) to bring it up to date.
• If you would like to show students an image of world conflicts today, use http://www.globalconflictmap.com. 

• Give a book of war poetry to a willing student in Year 11. They need to select a poem to read, after discussion with the teacher. Alternatively, if the English department are willing they could read a variety of poems with their students and select one as a class to be read out by a willing student.
• Get a willing Year 10 student to construct a slideshow of PowerPoint images relating to current day conflicts. This needs to last for 2 minutes for the ‘period of silence’ at the end of the assembly. 
As students enter

• As students are entering, have the “World Battleground, 1000 years of war in 5 minutes” video playing on a projector screen:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hsDn2kNriI 
Part 1: The information

Teacher talk:

• November 11th is Armistice Day, and the Sunday nearest to that date is Remembrance Day. At 11am on that day millions of people observe a period of silence to reflect upon the victims of all wars.

• The date was chosen because it was at 11am on 11th November 1918 that World War One came to an end – the conflict which was supposed to be the "War to End All Wars"
.
• Although sadly of course this was not to be the case (show image of conflicts in 2012). 
• At the moment we speak, there are currently 12 Wars
 taking place around the world, which together have led to 40,000 deaths so far this year alone
. (although it’s interesting to point out that there were 60,000 casualties on the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 1916 alone!). 
• This will be centred around a poem chosen by a randomly selected student in Year 11, and a selection of images chosen by students in Year 10.

Poetry Reading

“To start us off, this year’s poem has been chosen by [student name]”.
[the poem is then read out, ideally by the student or another colleague, after the teacher has provided any necessary contextual information. A picture of the poet on the projector screen might be a nice idea here].
Slideshow
• On November 11th every year, many people observe a period of silence at 11am to remember those who have died as a result of all wars.
• We will observe our period of silence whilst watching a slideshow of images produced by Year 10.
[The slideshow of images is then played, with the “Last Post” music playing in the background].

Outline of Tasks
Tasks
Each Year Group has been provided with a different task, including:
· War Memorials
· War Art
· War Poetry
· War Songs
· Charities
· Testimonies
(all of these can be obtained in the Remembrance section of www.activehistory.co.uk). 
Students are dismissed to work on their projects.
� • If there is time, I try to make this statistic a little more comprehensible. I ask students to consider for a moment the devastation and human tragedy that would result if – God forbid – a terrorist attack blew up this assembly hall and killed everyone within it. All these lives cut short, all those families left destroyed, the international and international outrage….Now imagine if one the same day, the same thing happened in 75 other schools around the world. Now imagine if that happened every day thereafter for four solid years (obviously this analogy needs to be adapted depending on how many people are in the assembly hall each year!)


Germany and its allies lost 3,500,000 men


Russia 1,700,000


France 1,300,000


British Empire lost 1,000,000 men 


• If you can imagine that, you get some sort of idea about the devastation that took place in World War One, which finally ended after 4 years on the 11th hour of the 11th day, of the 11th month in 1918. It is easy to forget that each of these casualties was a real individual with hopes and fears, family and friends, just like each of us. These were young people who could have gone on to be great scientists, artists, musicians, politicians. Even more important, these men could have gone on to be husbands, fathers and grandfathers to children and grandchildren who will now never even be born. They were called the "Lost Generation". For me, that sums up the tragedy of war: it is not simply about lives cut short, but also about lives left unfulfilled. It is not simply about the people who were killed, but about the people left behind. 


� Note: the definition of a ‘War’ by the UN is a conflict which has cost more than 1000 lives in the past year.


� IMPORTANT: this needs to be adapted each year to reflect the current statistics as outlined at � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_military_conflicts" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_military_conflicts� 






