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Worksheet to accompany the Remembrance Day Materials at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

Remembrance Day

War Memorials, Peace Memorials
Introduction

Almost every village, town and city in Europe has a memorial to a war which affected its community. In this activity you will consider the purpose of such memorials, research one in depth and contrast it with others from around the world.  
Task 1: Discussion Points
• What war memorials do you know of (locally, nationally and / or internationally)? 

• What wars/events do they commemorate? 

•If you were designing a war memorial, consider your responses to the following questions: 
	What will the memorial get people to think about?
	Will your memorial focus on war in general, or on one conflict in particular?

Will it focus on the causes, or on the effects, of war?

Will it encourage quiet reflection, or provoke violent debate?

	What feelings will your memorial evoke?
	Reflection? Regret? Guilt? Hope? Sadness? Anger?

	What form will the memorial take? 
	Sculpture? 

Mural? 

Gardens? 

Museum?

	Where will it be situated, and why?
	In a city (which one? why?)

In the countryside (where? why?)


Task 2: Research
• Each student will be given the name of a memorial to research from the list below.

• Using the PowerPoint template provided by your teacher, produce a slide designed to illustrate:

• Where is this memorial and what does it commemorate? 

• When, where and by whom was it created?

• What feelings does it aim to evoke (e.g. proud, sad) and how does it do so?

Unknown Soldier Memorial - Egypt

USS Arizona Memorial - USA

Arc de Triomphe  - France

Tugu Negara - Malaysia

Merchant Seafarers War Memorial - Wales

Sydney War Memorial - Australia

The Motherland Calls – Russia

Valley of the Fallen - Spain

Korean War Veterans Memorial - USA

Vietnam Veterans Memorial - USA

Vimy Ridge Memorial - Belgium

Yasukuni Shrine - Japan

Cenotaph - UK

Menin Gate – Belgium

Oradour Sur Glane - France

Thiepval - France

Gedachtsniskirche – Berlin

More at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_memorial 

Task 3: Outcomes
1. Classroom Display
• Print your completed work off in colour.

• Use the complete set as the basis for a classroom display. These could even be arranged around a world map with a key identifying the location of each memorial.

2. Classroom Discussion

• Share your findings with the rest of the class. For each one, the teacher will ask the class after its presentation whether it deserves to be regarded as a ‘war’ memorial or a ‘peace’ memorial.

• At the end of the presentations, the teacher will take a vote on which memorial you find the most “effective” (you might want to consider what this word means first!). Raise two hands for your favourite (=2 votes) and one hand for your second choice (=1 vote). Be prepared to explain your choice.
Extension Tasks
• Using what you have now learned, design your own war memorial. Draw this on a piece of paper. On the same sheet of paper you should provide answers to the questions in Task 1 to help explain the thinking behind your design.

• Go to your local church. Take a photo of any war memorials inside or outside the church. Print these off and use them as the basis for a classroom display.


