
Anti-War Songs
Introduction

• In this activity we will research a whole range of war-related songs.

• The outcome will be a compilation of what we consider to be the 10 best songs overall.

• We will start by examining one songs from 1968: “Trouble Every Day” by Frank Zappa and “If I can Dream” by Elvis Presley (www.activehistory.co.uk/u/warsongs). 
• Start by reading through the lyrics of each of the songs. Which do you prefer? What do you expect the music will be like? Then listen to the songs themselves. Are they what you expected? Which lyrics do you prefer? Which music do you prefer? Which of these two songs will be the opening track on our “compilation CD”?
Task

• This list of songs provided below will be divided between the class so that everyone has several to choose from.
• Your job is to:

a. Locate the lyrics of the song titles you are given (e.g. using elyrics.net) and read them.

b. Decide which one song you like best overall from its lyrics.

c. Copy an extract from these lyrics into a shared Google Presentation (for example make a copy of this one – www.activehistory.co.uk/u/warsongs 
d. Embed a video of the song from YouTube and listen to it.

e. Place an “interesting fact” about the song and/or its writer into the “Did you know…?” box.

Task 2

• With the presentation finished, each student should read about and listen to each of the songs in the shared presentation (at least the first verse of each song, anyway).
• At the end of the available time, the teacher will ask each person to vote for their favourite five songs. The 10 songs that get the most votes will form our “compilation CD”.

The Songs
1. "10th Man Down" - Nightwish (2001)

2. "21 Guns" - Green Day (2009)

3. "A Little Good News" - Anne Murray (1983)

4. "All These Things That I've Done" - The Killers (2004)

5. "Amani" - Beyond (1991)

6. "Angel's Punishment" - Lacuna Coil (2002)

7. "Anti-War Dub" - Digital Mystikz (2006)

8. "Army Dreamers" - Kate Bush (1980)

9. "Billy Don't Be a Hero" - Paper Lace (1974)

10. "Bleed Red" - Ronnie Dunn (2011)

11. "Blowin' in the Wind" - Bob Dylan (1963)

12. "Boom!" - System Of A Down (2003)

13. "Brothers in Arms" - Dire Straits (1985)

14. "Captured" - Malevolent Creation (2004)

15. "Civil War" - Guns N' Roses (1990)

16. "Classified 1A" - Cher (1971)

17. "Come, Gentle Peace" - Roger Lee Hall (1981)

18. "Crying Shame"- Jack Johnson (2005)

19. "Disposable Heroes" - Metallica (1986)

20. "The Fiddle and the Drum" - Joni Mitchell (1969), A Perfect Circle (2004)

21. "Fight War Not Wars" - Crass (1978)

22. "From a Distance" - Nanci Griffith (1982)

23. "The General" - Dispatch (1998)

24. "The Lost Children" - Michael Jackson (2001)

25. "The Ghost Of You" - My Chemical Romance (2005)

26. "G.I. Blues" - Carter The Unstoppable Sex Machine (2009)

27. "Gimme Peace" - Tom T. Hall (1978)

28. "Give Peace A Chance" - Plastic Ono Band (1969)

29. "Gods Of War" - Def Leppard (1987)

30. "Going Down In Flames" - Three Doors Down (2002)

31. "Gunslinger" - Avenged Sevenfold

32. "Half A World Away" - Joe Cerisano(2010)

33. "Handlebars" - Flobots (2008)

34. "Harold Land" - Yes (1969)

35. "Happy Xmas (War Is Over)" - John Lennon, Yoko Ono and the Plastic Ono Band (1971)

36. "Harmony" - Never Shout Never (2010)

37. "Heal The World" - Michael Jackson (1991)

38. "Hero Of War" - Rise Against (2008)

39. "HIStory" - Michael Jackson (1995)

40. "Hymn For The Dead" - Anti-Flag (2006)

41. "I Ain't Marching Anymore" - Phil Ochs (1965)

42. "I Don't Want To Be A Hero" - Johnny Hates Jazz (1987)

43. "I Hope You Get Drafted" - The Dicks (1984)

44. "I Wish You Peace" - the Eagles (1975)

45. "If I Can Dream" - Elvis Presley (1967)

46. "Il Nostro Sogno (Our Dream)" - Alfio (2006)

47. "Imagine" - John Lennon (1971)

48. "In Our Garden" - Naomi Shemer (1995)

49. "Jet Fighter" - Butthole Surfers (2001)

50. "John Brown" - Bob Dylan (1962)

51. "Just A Dream" - Carrie Underwood (2007)

52. "Killing in the name of" - Rage Against The Machine (1992)

53. "Luglio, Agosto, Settembre (Nero)" - Area (1973)

54. "Lay Down Your Arms" - Doron Levinson (1973)

55. "Last Chance" - Shooting Star (1980)

56. "Last Night I Had the Strangest Dream" - Ed McCurdy (1950)

57. "Life" - Elvis Presley (1971)

58. "Living With War" - Neil Young (2006)

59. "Love Can Build A Bridge" - the Judds (1990)

60. "Love Train" - The O'Jays (1973)

61. "Major General Despair" - Crass (1982)

62. "Man of War" - The Jacksons (1977)

63. "March With Me" - Montserrat Caballé And Vangelis (1997)

64. "Mandatory Suicide" - Slayer (1989)

65. "Masters of War" - Bob Dylan (1963)

66. "Mercenary Song" - Steve Earle (1997)

67. "Military Madness" - Graham Nash (1971)

68. "Mr. President" - Janelle Monáe

69. "Never Kill Another Man" - the Steve Miller Band (1970)

70. "No Fuckin' War" - The Dicks (1984)

71. "No More Trouble" - Bob Marley & The Wailers (1978)

72. "No Nuclear War" - Peter Tosh (1987)

73. "One Day" - Matisyahu (2009)

74. "One More Parade" - Phil Ochs

75. "One Tin Soldier" - Original Caste (1969)

76. "Part III" - Bad Religion (1982)

77. "Part IV (The Index Fossil)" - Bad Religion (1988)

78. "Peace Sells" - Megadeth (1986)

79. "Peace Train" - Cat Stevens (1971)

80. "Peace Will Come" - Tom Paxton (1977)

81. "Peace Will Come (According To Plan)" - Melanie Safka (1970)

82. "Pick Up The Bones" - Alice Cooper (2000)

83. "Pipes Of Peace" - Paul McCartney (1982)

84. "Power & the Glory" - Saxon (1983)

85. "Potshot Heard 'Round The World" - Dead Kennedys (1986)

86. "Prayer For Peace" - Perry Como (1958)

87. "Protocol" - Gordon Lightfoot (1976)

88. "Rainbow Stew" - Merle Haggard (1981)

89. "Rambozo The Clown" - Dead Kennedys (1986)

90. "Ratziti Sheteda" - Uzi Hitman (1979)

91. "Road To Joy" - Bright Eyes (2005)

92. "Rooster" - Alice In Chains (1993)

93. "Sacrifice" - Motörhead (1995)

94. "Saltwater" - Julian Lennon (1991)

95. "Semper Fi" - John Gorka (1991)

96. "Shir LaShalom" - Lehakat HaNachal (1970)

97. "Short Memory" - Midnight Oil (1982)

98. "Soldiers" - ABBA (1981)

99. "The Soldier Has Come Home" - Barry Sadler (1966)
100. "Soldier Blue" - Buffy Sainte-Marie (1971)

101. "Soldier's Poem" - Muse (2006)

102. "Soldier's Side" - System Of A Down (2005)

103. "Some Mother's Son" - The Kinks (1969)

104. "Still Spinning Shrapnel" - Skyclad (1995)

105. "Stop The War" - Sugar Blue (2010)

106. "Stupid, Stupid War" - Dirty Rotten Imbeciles

107. "Survivor's Guilt" - Rise Against

108. "Systematic Execution" - Malevolent Creation (1992)

109. "Tank" - The Stranglers (1978)

110. "This is War" - 30 Seconds To Mars (2009)

111. "'Til The Last Shot's Fired" - Trace Adkins (2009)

112. "Turn! Turn! Turn!" - Pete Seeger (1959)

113. "Ungena Za Ulimwengu (Unite The World)" - The Temptations (1971)

114. "Universal Soldier" - Buffy Sainte-Marie (1964)

115. "Unknown Soldier - Breaking Benjamin (2006)

116. "Véto de Dieu" - Alpha Blondy (1991)

117. "Waiting On The World To Change" - John Mayer (2006)

118. "War" - Bob Marley & The Wailers (1976)

119. "War" - Edwin Starr (1970)

120. "War" - The Tengelsens (2010)

121. "War?" - System Of A Down (1998)

122. "War Baby" - Mick Jagger (1987)

123. "War Is Not A Game" - Bill Durston (2005)

124. "War Pigs" - Black Sabbath (1970)

125. "The War Song" - Culture Club (1984)

126. "War Song" - Neil Young And Graham Nash (1972)

127. "War Sucks, Let's Party!" - Anti-Flag (2006)

128. "Wardance" - Killing Joke (1980)

129. "Wargasm" - L7 (1992)

130. "Warrior" - Steve Earle (2004)

131. "Washington Bullets" - The Clash (1980)

132. "Wasted Life" - Stiff Little Fingers (1978)

133. "We Are Here to Change the World" - Michael Jackson (2004)

134. "We Are The World" - USA for Africa (1985)

135. "We Don't Need the Army" - Slime (1981)

136. "We're Not Gonna Take it" - Twisted Sister (1984)

137. "We've Got Nothing But Love to Prove" - Faith Hill (2005)

138. "We've Had Enough" - Michael Jackson (2004)

139. "What's Going On" - Marvin Gaye (1971)

140. "What's Left of the Flag" - Flogging Molly (2002)

141. "When We Stand Together" - Nickelback (2011)

142. "When The Children Cry" - White Lion (1989)

143. "Where Have All The Flowers Gone?" - Pete Seeger (1961)

144. "Where Is The Love?" - The Black Eyed Peas (2003)

145. "White Flag Warrior"- Flobots (2010)

146. "Who's Gonna Win the War?" - Hawkwind (1980)

147. "With God On Our Side" - Bob Dylan (1964)

148. "World War" - Yellowman (2004)

149. "The Yard Went On Forever" - Richard Harris (1969)

150. "Yokel And Idiot" - Yoshiji Goto (1995)

151. "Young" - Hollywood Undead (2009)
