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Worksheet to accompany the Remembrance Day Materials at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

Remembrance Day: Testimonies of War
Introduction

The scale of warfare often leaves us numbed to its human impact.
In the words of Stalin, “One death is a tragedy. A million deaths is just a statistic”.

In this activity you will learn about the impact of war upon just one individual by using an online audio-visual archive of interviews with a range of people.
You will then compare your findings with those of other people in the class.
Preliminary Discussion Points

Warfare is often considered in terms of soldiers.
Outline how the following types of people can be adversely affected:


• Civilian women


• Children


• National / Racial minorities

Initial Research
“Through My Eyes” is an excellent website focusing on first-hand testimonies of war.

http://www.throughmyeyes.org.uk/custom/iwm/tme
• It can be searched by theme. (e.g. children, refugees, observers, volunteers). Your teacher will direct different students to focus on different themes to ensure good coverage. 

• Read the testimonies available to you in that section of the website. After 15 minutes be prepared to choose one particular witness to research in more detail.
Individual Research
• Provide answers to the following questions relating to the person you have studied.
• Provide some details about the war were they involved in (TIP: refer to the ‘historical context’ section at the bottom of the page).

• What is the name, age and nationality of the person you investigated?

• How were they involved in the war?

• What were they affected by their experiences? (TIP: think in terms of negatives AND positives).
• Describe this person in three words.

Group Feedback

• The teacher will arrange the class into small groups of 2-3 people.

• Each group needs to decide “Whose story provides the most food for thought?”

• Take it in turns within your group to outline the story of your research character.

• Decide as a group upon just one of these stories to share with the class. 

• Note: the teacher can ask any random person within the group to be the spokesperson, so it is important that all members of the group are prepared to speak about the chosen character.
Class Feedback

• Each group should feed back with answers to the key questions listed above in relation to their character. The teacher will likely start with the question “Describe this person in three words” to establish why you chose them.
Discussion Points
Do these stories ultimately leave you inspired, or disappointed, with human nature?
