Editor's introduction 

It's always awkward to introduce a resource which you have written yourself, but here goes. The origins of this activity lie in my time as a Head of History. The Coalbrookdale census data always sat on a departmental shelf looking accusingly at me, but I confess I never did anything much about it. Some time after I left the school, the IT Co-ordinator put this data file to me as a challenge - how do you use a census data file without terminal boredom or rampant pointlessness setting in? The result is this activity. 

I think it is an important approach for several reasons: 

· It is easily adaptable to any census data and could be used as a template for any local data file. 

· It has the potential to raise the profile of history as a vehicle to improve the quality of IT in schools. 

· It provides a vehicle for history, citizenship and ICT to come together naturally without being pressured or forced. 

Teachers' notes 

The activities were put together to make the best use of the database Pinpoint, published by Longman Logotron. Clearly not all schools use this database, which is why the activity sheets do not use specific terms and instructions on how to perform searches. The aim is very much to adapt, amend and customise all the material to the environment in which it is to be used. 

Introduction 

There are a million ways to introduce this topic. I start with the question: Where does junk mail come from? This usually raises a few eyebrows, as it is not what students expect. However, it sends a strong signal about the relevance of history and its role in the delivery of ICT. In a nutshell, history has a meaningful context for the use of a large database, linking the meaning and purpose of the exercise to everyday life and experience. The fact is that many students will eventually work in the junk mail industry or its telephonic equivalent. It is a good citizenship point for them to realise that every time they use a supermarket loyalty card the nice people in the back office add another line to their dossier! 

Activity 1 

Activity 1 is designed to get students using the software. The guides` first names have been given away in Activity 3 but I doubt any of them will be able to use this until they have done all the other searches anyway! The aim of the activity is for students to think as well as perform mechanical activity. Thus the first clue says that the guide is a girl. This means that students must now ask the database to select only females from the records. You may need to prompt students with clues such as the age clue (e.g. the girl must be 13 or 14, so add that to the search criteria). My apologies here to teachers in Northern Ireland or outside the UK for this UK specific reference. We try to keep them to a minimum in History Online and focus on good history, rather than codes, syllabuses or similar irrelevances. The idea of the second column is that they appreciate how many people get eliminated from the search at each stage. This is something worth stressing. 

Activity 2 

This needs a bit of supervision and I used it as a social device to get students working together. It is quite hard to get the clues right and the more confident ICT users sometimes struggle with the phraseology of their clues. It is a good exercise for boosting the confidence of the less ICT literate. It is also a terrific challenge in terms of applying the data to real flesh and blood, seeing that those entries in the data file are people, not entries. If any bright spark gets the hang of it too quickly then he/she can always be set another five to do! 

Activity 3 

This is really a discussion activity, which they could possibly handle as follow on from activities 1 and 2, and can also act as preparation for activity 4. Again the limitations of the software and seeing it in context is important historically. It is also a significant element in the ICT attainment targets. 

Activity 4 

This is obviously the main activity. You could use it in all sorts of ways, since it is on the word processor file. Ideally I would suggest: 

· Reading and discussion of the document outside the IT room if possible. 

· Using Jane and Enoch`s comments in a word processor rather than on paper. Students underline the testable statements (i.e. the ones I have underlined below are not underlined in student activity sheet 4). 

	Jane's Story 

Hello! My name is Jane Bassett and I work as a house servant in Coalbrookdale. It`s a funny time at the moment with all these census people asking everybody questions. I cannot see the point myself - everyone knows who lives in the houses around here. 

Enoch says it`s got something to do with taxes, but I think he`s making it up - he does that a lot. Still he does have a lot going for him. To begin with, he has a good job. His father got him the job, just like he did for Enoch`s brothers. I think the boys get a better deal than the girls. Most of the girls my age, say about 14 to 16 years old, are still at school. Actually most of the boys under 16 are also still in school. At least I am not still there! 

The thing is though, what have the girls got to look forward to? Most of us will end up as servants, maids, cooks or something like that. At least that`s what most women do now. Of course the great majority of women look after the home - I don`t know what they will put for that on this census. 

Girls always used to look forward to getting married and making a home. My mother says that`s all girls want to do these days. She says that more than 20 of the married women around here are under 20 years of age. I am not so sure. My cousin says that it is getting harder to find a husband. She reckons most of the women between 20 and 30 are not married. She says it`s because the iron industry is in decline and men are moving away. I wonder if there are less men of that age around here today? 
Enoch`s story 

What would Jane know about the iron industry? The truth is it`s the only industry around here. Anyone who has got a job does something with iron. I reckon there must be 300 iron workers of one sort or another. Jane thinks it`s boring, she says an iron worker is an iron worker. She does not realise that there are masses of different jobs in an ironworks. 

Even so, things are not what they used to be. My father says wages are low because too many iron workers come from outside the county. He reckons you can`t move for wretched Irish immigrants. He also reckons half the iron workers here were not born in Shropshire. Even the ones who were born in Shropshire don't come from round here in Madeley. 

There is no denying that the housing situation is tough. There are not many houses around here with less than six people in them. Actually, I think most houses in this area have about eight or nine people in them. Certainly most iron workers' houses have that many people in them. I would not be surprised if other workers had even more. There are some sad houses where the woman is the head of the house. There are about 20 of these that I know of. That usually means the man was killed in an accident, although sometimes it`s just that the man has died of old age. Still, they are kept company by lodgers. Almost everyone has a lodger to help pay the rent. 

Still we don't want to make it seem too miserable here. It is not all bad and Jane thinks there are lots of jobs to be done around here. Look around for yourself to check. 




· They could then test them and record the results using a table like this: 

	


	Statement by Jane and Enoch
	Accurate or not?
	Findings from the database which led to this conclusion</TH< tr> 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


· Finally they could start devising their own searches.

There are alternative ways to shorten or simplify the activities: 

· students look at only one set of statements 

· cut out the prose and just give students the statements to test 

· give students the prose but leave the underlining (as above) in (or just some of it).

These are classroom managment teaching issues rather than ICT so I think I will end before any grannies complain about being taught how to suck eggs! 

Follow up work 

There are some important follow up issues here. The activities in this exercise demonstrate just how easy it is to sort, trace and categorise groups from the simplest of clues. There is an important citizenship implication here. 

· What use might Hitler and Stalin have made of this kind of technology? 

· Would Jews in Nazi Germany have been able to disappear the way that some of the fortunate survivors did?

History teachers are uniquely qualified to tackle questions and issues like these and ICT Co-ordinators have traditionally found it difficult to contextualise just these sorts of issues in a meaningful way. This is history`s big chance, so go for it! Become the department with responsibility for data handling in your school! 
Student activity sheet 1 

How do we know about life in Coalbrookdale and other industrial areas in Victorian times? Books, diaries and other paper sources are really useful. The trouble is that they do not tell us much about ordinary people and how they lived. One document which does tell us about everybody is the census. You are going to study the 1851 census for Coalbrookdale with a little help from two guides. 



Activity 1: Find your guides 

The point of this activity is to get familiar with how the database works. You will have to use your intelligence as well as the search facilities in the database. 

	


	Clues to guide 1
	How many people could it be?
	Clues to guide 2
	How many people could it be?

	Guide 1 is a girl
	 
	Guide 2 is a boy
	 

	If you are in Year 9 she is about the same age as you
	 
	He is too old to be in Year 9 but he is under 20
	 

	There are six people in her family
	 
	There are five people in his family
	 

	She was born in Madeley in Shropshire
	 
	He was born in Madeley in Shropshire
	 

	She has left school
	 
	He works as an iron moulder
	 


Activity 2: Using the database 

Now it is your turn. The aim of this activity is to see whether you really understand how the database works. You can show that you do understand by: 

· choosing two or more individuals from the database (any age, family size, occupation, etc. - your choice) 

· making a set of clues like the ones in activity 1 

· seeing whether other people in your class can find them.

Remember, if they cannot find the right person, it may be because your clues were not precise enough. 

	


	Clues about mystery person 1
	How many people could it be?
	Clues about mystery person 2
	How many people could it be?

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 




Activity 3: Getting to know your guides 

The aim of this activity is to think about how databases can be used and also when they cannot be used. 

Read the following information about the guides carefully. 

Your two guides, as you will have found out from activity 1, are Jane and Enoch. Both Jane and Enoch have left school and they now work. Both are happy about this - they never really enjoyed school. Both of them come from similar backgrounds and they are good friends. 

Look at the underlined statements. With a partner look at each one and decide: 

· Can the statement be checked using the database? 

· If it can be checked, check it. 

· If it cannot be checked, explain why not.

	


	Statement about Jane and Enoch
	Can it be checked by the database? Yes/No
	Proof from the database
	Why it can`t be checked from the database

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


Activity 4: Coalbrookdale according to Jane and Enoch 

You are going to examine aspects of life in Coalbrookdale in the 19th Century. To help you, your two guides will tell you all about life in Coalbrookdale. The trouble is, you will be getting their view only. As a result you will need to check what they say. Jane and Enoch are not liars. However, sometimes they may be mistaken and sometimes they may not know as much as they think they know. 

	Jane's story 

Hello! My name is Jane Bassett and I work as a house servant in Coalbrookdale. It`s a funny time at the moment with all these census people asking everybody questions. I cannot see the point myself - everyone knows who lives in the houses around here. 

Enoch says it`s got something to do with taxes, but I think he`s making it up - he does that a lot. Still he does have a lot going for him. To begin with, he has a good job. His father got him the job, just like he did for Enoch`s brothers. I think the boys get a better deal than the girls. Most of the girls my age, say about 14 to 16 years old, are still at school. Actually most of the boys under 16 are also still in school. At least I am not still there! 

The thing is though, what have the girls got to look forward to? Most of us will end up as servants, maids, cooks or something like that. At least that`s what most women do now. Of course the great majority of women look after the home - I don`t know what they will put for that on this census. 

Girls always used to look forward to getting married and making a home. My mother says that`s all girls want to do these days. She says that more than 20 of the married women around here are under 20 years of age. I am not so sure. My cousin says that it is getting harder to find a husband. She reckons most of the women between 20 and 30 are not married. She says it`s because the iron industry is in decline and men are moving away. I wonder if there are less men of that age around here today? 


	Enoch's story 

What would Jane know about the iron industry? The truth is it`s the only industry around here. Anyone who has got a job does something with iron. I reckon there must be 300 iron workers of one sort or another. Jane thinks it`s boring, she says an iron worker is an iron worker. She does not realise that there are masses of different jobs in an ironworks. 

Even so, things are not what they used to be. My father says wages are low because too many iron workers come from outside the county. He reckons you can`t move for wretched Irish immigrants. He also reckons half the iron workers here were not born in Shropshire. Even the ones who were born in Shropshire don't come from round here in Madeley. 

There ís no denying that the housing situation is tough. There are not many houses around here with less than six people in them. Actually, I think most houses in this area have about eight or nine people in them. Certainly most iron worker`s houses have that many people in them. I would not be surprised if other workers had even more. There are some sad houses where the woman is the head of the house. There are about 20 of these that I know of. That usually means the man was killed in an accident, although sometimes it`s just that the man has died of old age. Still, they are kept company by lodgers. Almost everyone has a lodger to help pay the rent. 

Still we don't want to make it seem too miserable here. It is not all bad and Jane thinks there are lots of jobs to be done around here. Look around for yourself to check.



