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What can we learn from the songs of the American Civil War?

S

* Both sides in the Civil War}ed musi
remding themselves what the§ were fi
also helped soldiers cope with the'fen
boredom, homesickness and general

songs and wrote fresh lyrics
provide hisorians with usef
the soldiers felt they were fi@l

* “Dixie” (another name for th& h) is the song most closely
associated with the Confederates. Yo ay have a version available
to play for you. When the wgr broke ot e.Cofifederates wrote fresh lyrics
for the song.

Discover why the southern Stal k described as “Dixie”.

| Example of a Unionist Song: “Dixie” |
“The Battle Hymn of the Républi e §8Rg Nost closely associated with
the Unionists. Your teacher'm \ave & available to play for you. Its

earlier anti-slavery song call %
* Read through the lyrics. D

Extension / Homework task.® =
Discover more about the a r ‘John Brown’ if you don’t

already know about him.
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Main task

* Your job is to write your 0\‘ civil war
* The aim of these lyrics is to xplaln s
* You should start by agreel
people / themes which must

roke out.
dlveen 5-10 key events /
oices should be based on

* The tune you choose to s¢ s toF"l ou. You can use one of
the songs discussed in this Alternatively, you can use
the tune to another song thag ) : e (all of which can easily

Yankee Doothg
When Jahnny Comes Marchi m ome Again
Oh, Susa

| ’
 Perhaps you can persuade §#idur music teachemto| let you record some of
your completed songs! ! ’ .

Legacy of the Civil War on Music
*» The Civil War continues ta

* In 1968, The Band wrote
the defeat of the Confedera

* In the 1970s, one of Elvis
songs was “An American
together the Confederate “[
Cry of Freedom”, and the p
Trials”

* Neil Young wrote the song .
what he saw as the continugg

song “Sweet Home Alaba
they defended the “Dixie”
When they performed live,
with a giant Confederate Flag be
them.

You might wish to listen to sg
songs and take a vote on whicl
(a) The best lyrics and (b) The
music.



