Worksheet to accompany the scheme of work at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1
Forms of Government: Dictatorships and Democracies

| Introduction: What is a dictatorship? What is a democracy? |
* In the years before World r Two, tensely divided between
democracies and dictatorship

* In a dictatorship, one perso\rul t
* In a democracy, everyone his t&

"; w they see fit.
lect leaders regularly.

Discussion point: What are the advantages and disadvantages of each
system of government?

4 v oo,
Introduction: What are the different types of dictatorship and
democracy?
You may have heard people i 441%es as being “Left-Wing” or

themselves as “Extreme Leéf
(Fascist). In this exercise yo

Communist C affe Fascist
Dictatorship Jarty Politiee~ Dictatorship

a. Extreme Left- b. Left-Wing c. Right-Wing d. Extreme Right-
Wing (Socialist) (Capitalist) Wing

“Brotherhood” “Co-operation” “Competition” “Conflict”

USSR (Stalin) UK: Labour UK: Conservatives Germany (Hitler)
China (Mao) (MacDonald, Attlee) (Chamberlain, Italy (Mussolini)
Churchill)
USA: Democrats
USA: Republicans

Task 1
Individual Work
e For the first row of Table 1.

with most.
* Next, write C, F, L or R nex

whether you think it is Com

e point of view you agree

ements depending on
d Right Wing.

2 most popular option.
, L or R next to each

Class Discussion ? '
* Go through each row, taking cla ﬂ
* Your teacher will then tell y hic

statement as appropriate. ;
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Table 1
tnes sho
International — bollshed , .
: ountrles are Countries should
. countries should eth r ) : .
Foreign tlned to fight | try to preserve their
- work together to . ... - y
affairs h other to the independence —
ensure peace and shou creat ogk | ‘i . ,
. ‘ death vive la difference’!
understanding 5 " .
brot "‘ :
High Taxes to pay
100% tax and no V <, Ow Taxes so for lots of public
; mon& y . ople can choose :
private property — 1 services (e.g. free
ftead by V pW to spend their .
the government education,
Tax . oI msmg lessy oney (e.g. on :
can then provide pensions,
. nomlcp ivate education,
everything that healthcare)
developed pensions, :
people need B s . calthcare) especially for the
B . disadvantaged
Privatise industries /) Nationalise all
and work closely s ‘ ationalise key industries and work
Indust with powerful ' dustries so long- closely with the
y businesspeople to g strategies can | workers to break

keep the workers in
their place

. "B developed
Ve

The
State

the power of the
former bosses

| ¥
km:!"v’ nctional: The

q | e will start off

. ssive, but will
v ntuaIIy ‘wither
way once the
fect society has
peen made.

Emotional: The
state should be
small an.d keep_out larc '( ok aftd
of the lives of its
” o thelp I
citizens; its role simolk L ,_
should be to inspire ¥

T
patriotism qu

F
Sta

Emotional: The role
of the state should
be to inspire such
patriotism that
people think “my
country, right or
wrong”

Key definitions:
Tax: Money raised by the gov |
Nationalisation: When indusirie
the government.
Privatisation: When indust
private companies.

State: The machinery of the g

>

v-

owne 0 \
H'

-0

Citizen: A full member of a s

i u rts, police, army)
Patriotism: Pride in one’s CoJ '8

¢

people for its services.
e companies are bought by

0 - g@vernment are sold off to
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Task 2
* Now fill in Table 2 with the correct points, using the information from Table 1

to help you. \ :

Table 2:

Communist Dictatorship . Bem i Fascist
Party R Dictatorship

a. Extreme Left-Wing b. Left-Wing c. Right-Wing d. Extreme Right-Wing
“Brotherhood” “Co-operation” “Competition” “Conflict”
USSR (Stalin) UK: Labour UK: Conservatives Germany (Hitler)
(MacDonald, Attlee) (Chamberlain, Churchill)
China (Mao) USA: Democrats USA: Republicans Italy (Mussolini)
Foreign
Affairs
Tax
Industry

The State
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| In no more than 25 words for each, outline the difference between:

(a) Fascism and Communism;

4. On the basis of these results, would you describe yourself as being
(a) Extreme Left-Wing, (b) Left-Wing, (c) Right-Wing or (d) Extreme
Right-Wing?

5. Discussion Point: From all of our tables, how could we work out the
political profile of the class as a whole? (TIP: try to think of more than
one method)

6. Assess the political profile of the class from each of the methods you
came up with. Do they all come up with the same result?

Key Point: Although ideologically communists and fascists are at opposite extremes, in
practice they share a number of common characteristics: in particular, the fact that they have
extreme beliefs means that they have very few supporters, with the result that they rely on
oppressive dictatorship to ensure that their orders are followed — in other words, they share a
common ground of intolerance.

B Tnwt
Discussion Points:

1. Can you find any evidence that the UK is not democratic? Explain your answer.
2. “Democracies are less efficient than dictatorships. On this basis, do you think that the UK
should become a dictatorship? Explain your answer”.




