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Why was the decision to reform the serf system nevertheless so controversial?

The cartoon to the right (“Landowners gambling
with the lives of their serfs”) captures the br
inhumanity of the serf system. Th
were falling into massive debt by u
as security against loans from the xte b
fund extravagant lifestyles (66% we m!a
by 1859). The peasantry were beinggworked i
the ground by landowners eager to fay i
debts and the number of peasant dis
rose rapidly in the 1840’s. The Pu
(1773-75) and the Decembrist Re
disaffection could be for the stabil |§

Nevertheless, despite all of the very go -
investigated in the last worksheet,%were als
had failed to reform the system befo lexander

—

| What problems existed in carrying out the reforms? |

| Too complicated? |

* The Orlov Committee was set into thBssues surrounding emancipation,
and quickly got bogged down in dek der of@entral issues (listed in the table
below).

to push the process through.

—
Task: Discuss in pairs what answi ¢hrof these four questions if you
were the Tsar. Jot down ideas in the fable, When %ou h3 inished, produce your own

Emancipation Statute which you g ompare to {TEEPT Mg later on.
» —

Your justification of this choice

Should the serfs be
freed from their
feudal obligations?

Should the serfs be
given land?

How (if at all) should
the nobility be
compensated for
their losses given the
poverty of the
country?

How was society to
be kept under
control once the
peasants were set
free of their
obligations?

How long should the
nobility be given to
carry out the terms of
Emancipation?
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Too dangerous? — The Slavophiles

» Many Slavophiles (who felt that Russia should not seek to copy the West) feared that the
process of Emancipation would rajse u isti j among the peasantry — one

reformer in the Orlov Committee s : | peasants of the land we will set
Russia alight”. Some landowners argued that se Iready shown itself capable of

allowing serfs to engage in paid w% (sedr

necessary anyway.
Source A: ’
“Freed from the surveillance of th
what a gold mine for taverns and
security of the States. In short, at
throughout the State, assists the @i
this supervisory authority, he woulc

ill take to drinking and villainy —
what a blow to morals and the
litary nobility, dispersed

hce and order; divesting them of
ssia upon his shoulders. Could
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