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The Menin Gate

Q. The war ended on November 11th 1918. Why then do you think the cut-off date of August 15th 1917 was chosen for this memorial?

On completion of the memorial, it was discovered to be too small to contain all the names as originally planned. An arbitrary cut-off point of 15 August 1917 was chosen and the names of a further 34,984 UK missing after this date were inscribed on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing instead.
Q. Why is a lion on the top of the monument?

Top of Form

a.
Because it is the animal used to represent courage

b.
Because it is the animal used to represent Britain

c.
Because it is the animal used to represent Flanders

d.
All of the above
Q. Why was the Menin Gate was built at this particular spot?

Top of Form

a.
Because this was the gate of the town closest to the fighting

Correct. Most troops passed out of the other gates of Ypres, as the Menin Gate was too dangerous due to shellfire.
b.
Because this was the gate used by troops on their way to the front

c.
Both of the above

Q. Take the time to explore the memorial. How many Commonwealth soldiers do you think are commemorated here?
Its large Hall of Memory contains the names of 54,896 Commonwealth soldiers who died without graves, cut into vast panels.
Bottom of Form

There are Latin inscriptions set in circular panels either side of the archway, on both the east and west sides: "Pro Patria" and "Pro Rege" ('For Country' and 'For King'). 

Q. Despite their massive contribution, New Zealand and Newfoundland soldiers are not commemorated on the Menin Gate. Why?
They are commemorated elsewhere – e.g. at Vimy Ridge / Beaumont Hamel
Q. Find a panel on the memorial where a name has clearly been removed. Take a photograph. 
Q. Why do you think names are still occasionally removed from the Menin Gate?

building work or road-mending activities. Any human remains discovered receive a proper burial in one of the war cemeteries in the region. If the remains can be identified, the relevant name is removed from the Menin Gate.
Talbot House
Q. Who was “Talbot” and why was his name given to the house?
On 11th December 1915 the house opened its doors for the first time, welcoming British soldiers to a new club.

The house was named Talbot House in memory of Lieutenant Gilbert W L Talbot, aged 23, who was the brother of Padre Neville Talbot. Gilbert was serving with 7th Battalion The Rifle Brigade when he was killed at Hooge in the Ypres Salient on 30th July 1915. His death came during a British counter-attack following the German Army's first use of liquid fire on the Western Front. Gilbert was the youngest son of the Lord Bishop Talbot of Winchester and left a career of brilliant promise unfulfilled. He is buried in Sanctuary Wood British Military Cemetery, Zillebeke near Ieper.

Q. Why was Talbot nicknamed “Toc H” by the soldiers? 
The name Talbot House soon became known to the soldiers of the Ypres Salient in a shortened form of “TOC H”. TOC was the British Army signaller's code for ‘T’, and H was ‘H’. 

The upper Room

One of the items of special interest in the Upper Room is the original wooden cross which marked the grave of Lieutenant Gilbert Talbot. In the mid 1990s the doorbell rang at Talbot House. When the door was opened there was no-one to be seen in the street, but there was a large black plastic bag left on the doorstep. On opening the bag it was found to contain Gilbert Talbot's original wooden cross. The metal strips attached to the cross contained the following details:

LIEUT. G. W. K. TALBOT
7/ RIFLE BDE
30-7-15 

The whereabouts of this cross up to that moment still remain unknown, but possibly someone had been keeping it safe for all these years. Most of the original crosses were burned when they were replaced after the Great War with stone headstones.

Tyne cot british cemetery
Independent Tasks 
Take a sample of the gravestones. What percentage do you estimate are for unidentified soldiers (“known unto God”) whose names therefore appear instead on the Menin Gate and Thiepval Memorial?

70% of the graves here are for unidentified bodies; this is mainly because the land changed hands during the war several times and the original gravestones were destroyed under fire.
Take the time to read the inscriptions on a number of headstones for named soldiers. Write here an example of one inscription that you found particularly powerful.

Another good task would be to get students to find examples of patriotic, personal and religious inscriptions, then estimate the proportion of each in the cemetery as a whole.
If the area of the cemetery was divided between all 11,954 soldiers commemorated here (not just those with gravestones), how much land would each soldier be given?
5 square cm.
For each step of land from the bottom of this ridge to the top, how many lives do you estimate were lost?
20,000
Langemarck german cemetery
Q. Why do you think so many German soldiers are packed into each grave?

The Belgian authorities were less willing to give up land to the German enemy, making it a necessity for shared graves to be erected.
Vimy ridge memorial
Q. Identify three key features of the memorial, and provide your interpretation of what you think they represent. The first two are chosen for you.
Walter Allward’s own words. Explaining that inspiration for his design had its origins in a dream that haunted him for months afterward, he expressed the fear and anguish of those living in the immediate post-war years: When things were at their blackest in France, I dreamed that I was in a great battlefield. I saw our men going by in thousands and being mowed down by the sickles of death…Suffering beyond endurance at the sight, I turned my eyes and found myself looking down on an avenue of poplars. Suddenly through the avenues I saw thousands marching to the aid of our armies. They were the dead. They rose in masses, filed silently by and entered the fight to aid the living. So vivid was the impression, that when I awoke it stayed with me for months. Without the dead we were helpless. So I have tried to show this in this monument to Canada’s fallen, what we owed them and will forever owe them.
Serre: Sheffield memorial park

Park at Serre Number 1 Cemetery. Look at this if you wish. Then walk down to Sheffield Memorial park. When there I usually line them up in the trench behind the wire fence. There is a cemetery immediately behind this point called Railway Hollow. From here, you get an excellent view of the lie of the land and if they are not familiar with Pals battalions this is a good place to explain them. They can then have some time to walk in the park itself and visit the cemeteries. As suggested by both Mark and Barbara, perhaps arrange to meet up in one of the small cemeteries and read the poem. It's a fair walk from the main road down to the Park and I'd allow a good 45 minutes here at least because we all know how laggardly kids are when walking as a group off a coach!
Beaumont Hamel memorial park
Q. On the memorial is inscribed in Gaelic “La a'Blair s'math n Cairdean”. What do you think this translates as?

a.
They fought with their faces to the foe

b.
Friends are good on the day of battle
c.
It is a sweet and noble thing to die for one’s country

Thiepval memorial
Overview
Thiepval was one of the fortress villages that was held by the Germans during the Battle of the Somme in 1916. The houses in the village, although flattened, had deep cellars where the Germans held out, and their machine gun posts were not destroyed by the bombardment. 
After the War ended, Thiepval was chosen as the location for the "Memorial to the Missing" (desinged by Sir Edwin Lutyens) to commemorate those who died in the Somme sector before the 20th of March 1918 and have no known grave.  In this sense it serves the same purpose as the Menin Gate, which does the same thing for soldiers who died in the Ypres Salient
(Commemorated here is the short-story writer H. H. Munro, better known as 'Saki' (Panel 16A).)
Independent Tasks 
The Memorial

Q. Take the time to explore the memorial. How many Commonwealth soldiers do you think are commemorated here?

It contains the names of 73,357 Commonwealth soldiers who died without graves, cut into vast panels.
Q. What percentage of these do you estimate died during the Battle of the Somme (July-November 1916?)

90%
Lochangar crater
Q. Why were the mines detonated 2 minutes before the troops were ordered “over the top” rather than at the same time?

So the soldiers wouldn’t be killed by ‘friendly fire’ (despite this, some Ulster soldiers were killed by fallout from the explosions).
	
	Your guess
	Actual answer
	Difference

	Explosion: Metres high
	
	1,200
	

	Crater: Metres wide
	
	92
	

	Crater: Metres deep
	
	30
	

	Total (the lower the better)
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