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WHY ARE THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
WORRIED ABOUT ARGENTINA AGAIN?

WHAT'S HAPPENING?

The Falkland Islands are at the centre of a new argument between Britain and Argentina. Argentina

claims the islands, which it calls the Malvinas, but most islanders want to remain linked to Britain. In

1982, Argentina’s military dictatorship invaded. Britain sent a task force to retake the islands, and

905 people died in the war, including 649 Argentinians, 255 British military personnel and three

islanders. Today, Argentina’s president Javier Milei is using economic pressure instead of military

force. His government has introduced rules aimed at companies working in the islands’ oil industry

and has suggested that fishing could also be targeted. The Falkland Islands have changed greatly

since 1982. Their population is now about 3,600, and their economy is more independent.

However, memories of the invasion remain strong, especially among older residents. The new

dispute shows how wars can continue to affect politics and people long after the fighting ends.

WHY IS THIS INTERESTING?
This story shows that history is not always finished when a war ends. The 1982 Falklands War
still shapes arguments about territory, national pride and self-government. It also raises an
important question: should the wishes of people living on an island decide its future, or should
older claims made by another country matter more?

THINK LIKE A HISTORIAN

“Why has the 1982 war continued to affect the Falkland Islands?”
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