
ACTIVEHISTORY   /   HISTORY IN THE NEWS   /   20th October 2026

WHY DID A HISTORIC FRENCH CITY HALL
BURN DURING PROTESTS?

WHAT'S HAPPENING?

A large fire has badly damaged the city hall of Limoges in France. The building opened in 1883 and

was officially recognised as a historic monument in 1975. It was famous for its tall spire, decorated

belfry and mosaics showing important people from the city’s past, including a politician linked to the

French Revolution and one of Napoleon’s military commanders. French authorities say masked

people entered the building during anti-government protests and deliberately started the fire. Much

of the front section, roof and spire have been destroyed. Residents have compared the damage

with the 2019 fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, although that fire was probably accidental. Fire

crews are still checking whether the building is safe. Local leaders are asking the government for

money to rebuild it, while residents are mourning a place connected with weddings, baptisms and

public events for more than 140 years.

WHY IS THIS INTERESTING?
Historic buildings are not only made of stone and wood. They can also represent local pride,
public life and shared memories. The Limoges fire shows how quickly political anger can damage
objects and places that belong to everyone. It also raises a difficult question: can rebuilding a
building restore what people felt about it?
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“Why can damage to an old building make people feel personally affected?”

Source: Smithsonian Magazine

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-burning-of-this-french-city-hall-was-a-catastrophe-for-heritage-tragically-reminiscent-of-the-notre-dame-fire-180989711/


