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WHY ISKIMPA VITA STILL REMEMBERED
MORE THAN 300 YEARSLATER?
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?

In 1706, Kimpa Vita was burned at the stake in the Kingdom of Kongo after leading a religious and
political movement. She believed Christianity should be shaped by Kongolese ideas rather than
controlled by European missionaries. At the time, Kongo was divided by civil war and faced
pressure from Portugal, a powerful colonial state involved in the Atlantic slave trade. Kimpa Vita
called for the rebuilding of the kingdom and attracted many followers. Her movement was
eventually crushed by royal and religious authorities, but her reputation survived. Today, people in
Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo and the wider Congolese community remember her as
a symbol of courage, African Christianity and resistance to foreign control. A recent gathering in
Paris marked the anniversary of her death and showed how historical figures can become
important symbols long after their own lives have ended.

WHY IS THIS INTERESTING?

Kimpa Vita’s story connects religion, colonialism, slavery and resistance. She did not simply
reject Christianity. She tried to make it fit the history and beliefs of her own people. Her later
reputation also shows how memories of the past can inspire movements for freedom and national
independence.

THINK LIKE A HISTORIAN

“How did Kimpa Vita challenge both European missionaries and Kongolese
rulers?”

Source: Smithsonian Magazine

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/this-african-prophet-was-burned-at-the-stake-320-years-ago-today-kimpa-vita-is-celebrated-as-the-kongolese-joan-of]
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