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WHAT CAN A HIDDEN WORLD WAR TWO
BUNKER TELL USABOUT NEW
TECHNOLOGY?

Gontian

WHAT'S HAPPENING?

A secret bunker beneath the White Cliffs of Dover has opened to the public for the first time. The
Fan Bay plotting room was built during World War Two after Winston Churchill became worried that
German ships were moving through the English Channel. Inside was a large electromechanical
computer called a fire direction table. It calculated where moving ships were likely to be when
British shells reached them, then sent instructions to the gun crews. The bunker was hidden and
officially classified for years after the war. It was rediscovered in 2017, with old newspapers, shoes,
notices and graffiti still inside. The computer itself had been destroyed in 1957 because officials
feared it might fall into enemy hands during the Cold War. Only a few of the people who worked
there are known, so researchers are still trying to discover more about the men and women who
operated this early military computer.

WHY IS THIS INTERESTING?

World War Two is often remembered through famous battles and leaders, but victory also
depended on complicated systems, calculations and technology. This bunker shows that
computers were being used for military decisions long before laptops and smartphones existed. It
also reminds us that important parts of history can remain hidden for decades, waiting for
someone to find them.

THINK LIKE A HISTORIAN

“Why was technology so important in defending Britain during World War
Two?”

Source: The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/nov/13/fan-bay-plotting-room-national-trust-white-cliffs-dover
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