Discuss — Who is she? What'’s her nationality? Where is she? When was this? What's
going on here?

(Russian soldier in Berlin, directing traffic on 15t May 1945 — International Labour
Day. Stalin had insisted that Berlin had to be taken before this day. Why? — because
he was a communist and 1t May is the most important day in their calendar).

This picture immediately makes some important points about World War Two:
Women's rights changed (not just in Russia)

Technology was destructive (in Japan especially, but also V2 rockets, tanks etc)
Global politics changed (rise of superpowers — USA and USSR, with China; collapse of
old Empires and rise of nationalism in Asia and Africa; development of European
Union to prevent future wars).



* What key event
took place in Question
2013 designed
to remind us of
the importance
of the European
Union in
preserving
peace?

Stress here that the EU was set up after WW2 to prevent nations fighting over
resources: and it remains as important now.

In summary, an understanding of World War Two and its legacy — both positive and
negative — is essential for understanding the modern world today.

The president of Germany today became the first leader from the country to visit a
French 'ghost village' where Nazi soldiers murdered 642 civilians including 205
children.

The inhabitants of Oradour-sur-Glane, near Limoges, were massacred by the SS and
all their homes and businesses were destroyed on June 10 1944.

In a sign of post-war unity, Joachim Gauck said he felt a ‘mixture of gratitude and
humility’ as he visited the site with his French counterpart, Francois Hollande.
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General Outline

e Students in Grade 11 will be
placed into teams and will come
off timetable to take partina —
"themed event" involving
various IB subject groups.

* Teachers involved in the event
will provide a one-hour lesson
investigating the positive and
negative legacies of World War
Two in relation to their particular
subject specialism.

So this is how we’re going to do it! No prior knowledge needed.
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For example one team argued that the deployment of
nuclear weapons by the USA not only led to a whole
new school of drama in Japan, but also destroyed Europe’s
superpower status and thereby accelerated the rate of
decolonisation in Africa and Asia!
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And this model is one which is now being followed in other schools following the
publication of our event in the International Schools magazine.



Q. What's this?
A. Barrage balloon (explain)



Timetable & Groups
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Students refer to the sheet at this point, just to make sure they’re clear where
they’re going and what they’re doing.
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What’s this? Where? When?

(V2 rocket attack on London, 1944 — could stress here how Eisenhower made it a
priority to capture these bases and their scientists and that Werner von Braun was
the man who developed the 1969 moon rocket!).

Similar good/bad analysis of atom bomb could be brought in too - harnesses atomic
power, but also its destructive capabilities.



QOutcome

* Co-ordinators involved in the
event will then help each team of
students tie these various
lessons together in an overall
thesis which forms the basis of a
debate.

* Each group will deliver their
presentation to staff who will
judge the overall winners.

* Students will then produce an
independent project in the
format of their choice.

* Then into teams for the timeline
challenge. Warm up picture
round about to follow!

Follow this with the factual test;
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Can students identify who this is from this photo and the ones that follow?
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U.S intelligence gave soldiers this to help them identify Hitler if he tried feeling at

the end of the war!
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