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EXTENDED ESSAY – ASSESSMENT GRID (First exams 2027)
 The extended essay is externally assessed and, as such, supervisors are not expected to mark the essays or arrive at a number to translate into a grade.
 Predicted grades for the extended essay should be based on the qualitative grade descriptors for the extended essay presented in the EE guide.

	Criterion A:
Framework for the essay
	Guiding question: Do the research question, research methods and structural conventions followed provide an effective framework for the essay? 
	Tips and Guidance

	
	1–2 marks
Possible Grade: D/C
	3–4 marks
Possible Grade: C/B
	5–6 marks
Possible Grade: B/A
	

	Research question
	A research question is stated but it lacks relevance to the topic of investigation, clarity or focus.
	The research question is relevant to the topic of their investigation and clear but only partially focused in relation to the scope of the essay.
	The research question is relevant to the topic of investigation, clear and focused in relation to the scope of the essay.
	 Make clear to the reader the significance and purpose of the research question.
 This question should be specific and focused, allowing for a strong line of argument rather than a narrative response. 
 Command terms such as “how significant…?”, “how successful …?”, “to what extent …?” are helpful here.

	Research methods
	Research methods are used, but these are mostly unsuitable for the research question.
	Research methods that are mostly suitable for the research question are explained and applied with partial effectiveness.
	Research methods that are suitable for the research question are explained and applied effectively.
	 Explain the suitability of the research methods you will use (e.g. summarise the different perspectives you will consider, and the sources that will allow you to do so). 

	Structure
	Structural conventions are present in the essay but these do not support communication of the research.
	Structural conventions used in the essay support some aspects of the communication of the research.
	Structural conventions used in the essay effectively support communication of the research.
	 Structural conventions clearly labelling diagrams, maps, images and graphs, and actively referring to them in the body of your essay; appropriate use of headings to organize your essay where appropriate.

	Criterion B:
Knowledge and understanding
	Guiding question: Does the student demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the subject matter being used in their research?
	Tips and Guidance

	
	1–2 marks
Possible Grade D/C
	3–4 marks
Possible Grade: C/B
	5–6 marks
Possible Grade: B/A
	

	Knowledge
	Research materials are used to establish knowledge of the subject matter but these materials lack relevance.
	Relevant research materials are used to establish some knowledge of the subject matter.
	Comprehensive, relevant research materials are used to establish knowledge of the subject matter.
	 Evidence should be relevant, carefully selected, and applied systematically to support the argument. Knowledge should be demonstrated mainly through your own writing rather than excessive quotation, providing strong analysis, discussion, and evaluation.

	Understanding : 
Terminology
	Terminology is used but it lacks accuracy or is very limited.
	Some relevant terminology is used accurately to demonstrate understanding of the subject matter.
	Relevant terminology is used accurately and consistently to demonstrate understanding of the subject matter.
	 Each subject has its own terminology, technical words and other special phrases. Using these in a meaningful and explanatory way in your writing demonstrates your knowledge and understanding. 

	Understanding:
Concepts
	Concepts are identified but these are not relevant or are explained superficially.
	Some relevant concepts are explained and used with partial effectiveness to demonstrate understanding of the subject matter.
	Relevant concepts are explained and used effectively to demonstrate understanding of the subject matter.
	 You are expected to use key concepts correctly and effectively. Appropriate use of conceptual language shows understanding of the wider context of the research and supports well-founded analysis and interpretation.

	Criterion C:
Analysis and line of argument
	Guiding question: Does the student analyse the information presented in the essay and produce a coherent line of argument?
	Tips and Guidance

	
	1–2 marks
Possible Grade D/C
	3–4 marks
Possible Grade: C/B
	5–6 marks
Possible Grade: B/A
	

	Analysis
	The essay is descriptive rather than analytical.
	The essay includes analysis that is partially effective and produces some relevant findings.
	Analysis in the essay is effective and consistently produces relevant findings.
	 Analysis means breaking down your topic into its essential elements in order to develop a deeper understanding of it. Your research question should guide this process. 
 You should establish relevant findings from your research and support each analytical point with appropriate evidence. 
 Essays that are mainly descriptive or narrative are unlikely to demonstrate strong analytical skills.

	Line of argument
	A partial line of argument is present.
	A partially consistent line of argument links the research question, research findings and conclusions.
	A clear, sustained line of argument links the research question, research findings and conclusions.
	 A line of argument is the logical thread that connects the different parts of your essay and supports your overall position. 
 A strong line of argument moves the argument forward logically and links ideas coherently. 
 The connections between different parts of the essay should be explicit and sustained, so the overall structure is clear and coherent. 

	Criterion D:
Discussion and evaluation
	Guiding question: Does the student discuss the findings and evaluate the essay?
	Tips and Guidance

	
	1–2 marks
Possible Grade: D
	3–4 marks
Possible Grade: C
	5–6 marks
Possible Grade: B
	7–8 marks
Possible Grade: A
	

	Discussion
	The significance of the findings is described, but there is no reference to supporting evidence.
	A partially balanced discussion of the significance of the findings is sometimes supported by appropriate evidence.
	A balanced discussion of the significance of the findings is often supported by appropriate evidence.
	A balanced discussion of the significance of the findings is fully supported by appropriate evidence.
	 To demonstrate your discussion skills, you need to offer a considered and balanced review of a range of factors or perspectives. 
 Opinions or conclusions should be presented clearly and supported by appropriate supporting evidence. Compelling arguments are developed through thoughtful analysis of the evidence.

	Evaluation
	A partial evaluation of the effectiveness of the essay is present, but strengths and limitations are not stated.
	An evaluation of the effectiveness of the essay is present, with some strengths and limitations stated.
	An evaluation of the effectiveness of the essay is present, with relevant strengths and limitations described.
	An evaluation of the effectiveness of the essay is present, with relevant strengths and limitations explained.
	 It is important to evaluate your research materials as well as quoting from them, weighing up their strengths and limitations. 
 This includes being aware of the stated or implied positions and views of the writers. 

	Criterion E: Reflection
	Guiding question: Does the student evaluate the effect of the extended essay learning experience on them as a learner?
Criterion E applies only to the student’s reflection and progress form.
	 Evidence referred to in the reflection may be drawn from, but is not limited to:
· experiences and insights that could shape future thinking
· explicit examples of how skills learned could be used in other current contexts and in the future
· how changes in perspective impacted decision-making.

	
	1 mark
Possible Grade: D
	2 marks
Possible Grade: C
	3 marks
Possible Grade: B
	4 marks
Possible Grade: A
	

	Evaluative
	Reflection on the extended essay learning experience is descriptive.
	Reflection on the extended essay learning experience is descriptive and includes some specific examples.
	Reflection on the extended essay learning experience is partially evaluative and includes specific examples.
	Reflection on the extended essay learning experience is consistently evaluative and includes specific examples.
	

	Growth
	Reflection on the student’s growth is limited to a description of the process; with no evidence of transfer of learning.
	Reflection sometimes shows evidence of the student’s growth and transfer of learning.
	Reflection often shows evidence of the student’s growth and transfer of learning.
	Reflection consistently shows evidence of the student’s growth and transfer of learning.
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