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Sourcework Skills Exercise

1. Overview 

▪ Give the name of a celebrity who is particularly famous / controversial.

▪ Discuss as a class what you think of this person.

▪ Consider in depth why your opinions may vary to start getting some ideas about why different types of sources and authors may have limitations to historians.
▪ You could then refer to the earlier ActiveHistory diagram about ‘Question Types’ for extra ideas.

2. Particular Sources

	Set 1 - Vocabulary

a. Define each word in discussion.

b. Organise from most > least reliable
	Set 2 – Types of Sources

a. Consider strengths and weaknesses of each

b. Give an example of each from your studies

c. Organise from most > least reliable

	Impartial

Partial

Biased

Partisan

Prejudiced

Bigoted

Ill-informed

Well-informed

Propagandistic

Censored

Edited

Impartial

Objective

Subjective

Secondary

Primary

	Photos

Cartoons

Novels

Films

Plays

Memoirs

News reports

Speeches

Statistics

Art

Poetry

Websites

School Textbooks

Academic Books

Songs

Interviews





