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Types of Sources
Key points

• All sources can be analysed in terms of facts and opinions.
• All sources have strengths and weaknesses.

• Strengths and weaknesses can be analysed in terms of provenance (biased or objective?) and content (complete and accurate? Incomplete and inaccurate?)

• All sources are therefore reliable in some ways and unreliable in others.
• Even unreliable sources are useful to give us a view of what people believed (or wanted others to believe!) at the time.
Task A: The NATURE of sources - Primary and Secondary

A common error is to simply assume that primary sources are more reliable that secondary sources. This is sometimes true, but not always. Complete this table to prove the point.
	What?
	Definition
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	Primary Sources
	???
	
	Subjective (biased)

	Secondary Sources
	
	Objective (unbiased)
	


Task B: The NATURE of sources – Specific types

• Looking at the “nature” (=type) of the source helps to give some clues about how complete and reliable it might be. 

1. Consider the strengths and weaknesses of the following types of sources as a class by completing the “Strengths” and “Weaknesses” columns of this table

2. Complete the “Examples” column with the sorts of sources that might be used in relation to this year’s Paper 2 topic in particular [TIP – use past papers to help you here]

	NATURE

(“What?”)
	1. Strengths 
	2. Weaknesses
	Examples

	
	e.g. consider balance of facts / opinions; central purpose of the author (to inform or persuade?); intended audience; how knowledgeable the author is likely to be
	

	1. Photographs
	▪ Captures a key moment in time and space very accurately
	• Only capture a microsecond in time in a very small space, chosen (and sometimes even staged) by the photographer

• Therefore does not provide a complete picture
	     

	2. Cartoons
	▪ Tend to have a clear, powerful message about a complex picture
	• Oversimplify complex issues.

• “Selling” a particular viewpoint for a newspaper
	     

	3. Public Speeches
	▪ Give a good indication of what politicians think the people want to hear
	▪ Politicians will therefore leave out akward details
	     

	4. Newspaper articles / interviews
	     
	     
	     

	5. Memoirs / autobiographies
	     
	     
	     

	6. Websites
	     
	     
	     

	7. Textbooks
	     
	     
	     

	8. Private letter / diary
	     
	     
	     

	9. Statistics
	     
	     
	     


3. [Extension] – Complete a ‘Diamond 9’ diagram which places the most reliable source types towards the top, and the least reliable towards the bottom.

	???


	???
	???

	???
	???
	???

	???
	???

	???


